2007 WILL NOT Rank as Warmest Year for the Northern Hemisphere. 
A USATODAY story today claimed that the temperatures for 2007 for the Northern Hemisphere may be the warmest on record. Sorry guys wrong again.
Satellite and hemispheric station data from the Hadley center updated through October 2007 say that has not been the case, and given the very cold weather in the cards for at least the first half of December (despite the warm NOAA December forecast) and so that will not change before the New Year.

You can see that clearly by looking at the plotted monthly satellite lower tropospheric and UK Hadley Center Northern Hemispheric anomalies. Though the Hadley data is available back into the 1800s, the satellite derived data has been available only since 1979, so the chart was started then. 
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	Monthly Northern Hemispheric temperature anomalies since 1979 from MSU satellite for the lower troposphere (blue) and Hadley Center combined land and marine temperature anomalies on a 5° by 5° grid-box basis (red). Note no real change this decade and the warmest year clearly was 1998.


That by the way coincided approximately with the Great Pacific Climate Shift, a large scale warming of the North Pacific that occurs on multidecadal time periods. The warm mode which began in 1978 favored more El Ninos and since they favor global warming, this shift helped produce the warming observed the last 2 decades. The Pacific began to cool off after the Great El Nino of 1997/98 but then briefly rebounded and only recently has again begun to show signs of moving into a more stable cold mode. Note how temperatures responded down after 1997/98, bounced a bit but have been virtually unchanged this decade, despite increasing greenhouse gases.  
This year started out with a very warm January across the hemisphere as an El Nino roared, but it quickly weakened and a La Nina came on during the year. Temperature anomalies declined through the year as the Pacific cooled.

The cooling of the Pacific together with the looming solar decline warrant concern that temperatures have indeed peaked and a cooling either has begun or will soon begin and accelerate. A major cooling of the earth portends far more problems for mankind than the benign climate we have enjoyed for the last few decades. 
With the change in the Pacific, La Ninas will be more likely with suggest colder winters across Canada and the northern United States which have especially mild in the recent decades, even when extreme cold came to parts of the east. The USATODAY story got that past correct. "U.S. winters have been milder-than-average for the past 10 years," reports Michael Halpert, deputy director of the prediction center. Northern states have been particularly warm. He cautions that no link can be made between this string of mild winters and man-made climate change.  
GLOBAL MONTHLIES


Our friends in the METSUL will do a global recap after December, but here is the satellite derived monthlies through October since 1979 for the globe.
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	MSU Satellite derived temperatures for the lower troposphere monthly since 1979 through October 2007.. 


Note the leveling off of the temperatures this decade and the global peak in 1998 after the Super El Nino. Cool periods in the early to mid 1980s and 1990s were related to major volcanism, the current warmer interlude is likely enhanced by the lowest level of volcanic aerosols in the stratosphere of the NASA record certainly during this satellite era but perhaps extending back to the 1800s. See that story here. 






