A Very Hard “Old-Time” Southern Hemisphere Winter
We just received this urgent – breaking news from our friends at the Metsul weather center in Brazil. 

A cold spell of historical proportions in Central and Southern South America is underway at this moment. This is an ongoing story and details are still coming, so just a few brief headlines:

-    It snowed lightly this morning in some districts of the city of Buenos Aires (Federal Capital) as well as in the metropolitan area of Buenos Aires. This is extremely rare. There was no accumulation. The last accumulation in the Argentinean capital was in June 1918. 

-    It snowed for the first time in 35 years this morning in some cities of the northern Buenos Aires Province.

-    It snowed for the first time in history in some towns of the Santa Fe Province.

-    Southern Santa Fe Province is experiencing the snowiest day since 1973.

-    Cordoba City is under the heaviest snowfall since 1975.

-    Mendoza is under the heaviest snowstorm in decades. 

-    Temperature fell to -19 degrees Celsius in Patagonia and near all-time record in Bariloche (most famous ski resort in South America). 

-     Low temperature today in Bahia Blanca, Southern Buenos Aires province, fell to 9 below zero Celsius (outstanding).

Imagine if there was no global warming !!!!

Alexandre Aguiar / MetSul Meteorologia   

Also note the following a few days ago from Eugenio Hackbart of Metsul Meteorologia

Did you notice how many extreme cold events took place in the last 60 days in the Southern Hemisphere? 

a)   Coldest May in 4 decades in Argentina with historic snow events. 

b)   Unprecedented number of cold-weather related deaths in Argentina in the last    five weeks. 

c)   Rare snowfall last week in Mar del Plata and beach areas in Central Chile.

d)   Below average temperature in extreme southern Brazil for two consecutive months. Record cold in May. 

e)   Last week’s strongest snowfall in 12 years (see the solar cycle pattern) in the most famous Argentinian ski resort of Bariloche.

f)    Massive cold spell in South Africa with the first snowfall in Johannesburg since 1991.

g)   The extreme polar storm of Eastern Australia  

So far, from mid the southern latitudes in the southern hemisphere it is a brutal winter. And the forecast models indicate a massive cold spell in South America next week and our center is anticipating the polar corridor will be open for the remainder of July and August.
