Below are news reports with links and excerpts about the average GLOBAL temperature when they first appeared in the media. Except for  92, 93, 96, 99, and 00, you have the temperatures for every year from 1988 listed here. My numbers are in brackets but they are based on the news reports themselves.

The numbers do not match with the claims of being the "Nth hottest year on record." For example, if 1988 had an average of 59.71 and 1990 had 59.8, how can 2005 be the hottest year on record with just 58.6 as the average? It isn't just that 58.6 is greater than 59.71 and 59.8, but there is a lot of funny math in here. 2002 is the second warmest with 58.35 but we know that 1995 and 1997 had equal temperatures of 59.7. 

So I have now learnt that 58.35 > 59.7.

And what is more, 1998 saw a cooling in 2002!

My confidence in myself to count has also been shattered. I used to think that 1995 and 1997 make up TWO years, but obviously I am wrong. NASA has discovered the correct way of counting numbers. All news reports are based on NASA's Goddard Center's claims except the last one (for 2009) which is unclear about whether it is from NASA, NOAA or IPCC.

Can one of you please explain the math that is used? Perhaps I need to return my degrees in Mathematics? The news items are below.

Thanks,

-Arvind

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=8p8aAAAAIBAJ&sjid=XiwEAAAAIBAJ&pg=6773,951096 

1990 proves to be hottest year on record - Milwaukee Journal, January 10, 1991

But the Goddard figures, too, show 1990 as the warmest ever, with an average temperature of 59.8 degrees Farenheit, again about 0.09 degrees above 1988 [59.71 degrees Fahrenheit].

http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/latimes/access/60993867.html?dids=60993867:60993867&FMT=ABS&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current&date=Jan+10%2C+1991&author=RUDY+ABRAMSON&pub=Los+Angeles+Times+(pre-1997+Fulltext)&desc=1990+Hottest+Year+on+Record%2C+Data+Shows&pqatl=google 

1990 hottest year on record, data shows - Los Angeles Times, Jan 10, 1991

[quoted text visible only in Google's display of summary or if article is purchased] The Goddard analysis of 1990 temperature records shows that the average surface temperature of the planet was 0.2 degree Fahrenheit warmer than during the previous year. [1989 temperature = 59.6 degrees Fahrenheit] 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=DK0LAAAAIBAJ&sjid=TlUDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6501,832259 

Only volcano kept 1991 from being warmest ever - Lundington Daily News, Jan 16, 1992

James Hansen of the Goddard Institute for Space Studies said 1991 "appears to be the second warmest year in our record," falling slightly short of the high set in 1990...1991 averaged 0.39 degrees Celsius warmer than the 30-year average. By comparison, 1990 had been 0.47 degrees Celsius above normal. One degree Celsius equals 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit. [conversion and comparison with 1990 values shows that the average for 1991 was 58.36]

http://www.nytimes.com/1995/01/27/us/a-global-warming-resumed-in-1994-climate-data-show.html?pagewanted=all 

A Global Warming Resumed in 1994, Climate Data Show - NY Times, Jan 27, 1995
Dr. Hansen's research group reported on the basis of temperature measurements on land that last year tied with 1987 as the fourth warmest year since comparable records were first kept in 1880. In both years, the average surface temperature was 59.58 degrees Fahrenheit.

http://www.nytimes.com/1996/01/04/world/95-is-hottest-year-on-record-as-the-global-trend-resumes.html 

95 Is Hottest Year on Record As the Global Trend Resumes - NY Times, January 4, 1996
The other, maintained by the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York, shows the average 1995 temperature at 59.7 degrees, slightly ahead of 1990 as the warmest year since record-keeping began in 1866. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1998/01/09/us/ever-so-slight-rise-in-temperatures-led-to-a-record-high-in-1997.html?pagewanted=1 

Ever-So-Slight Rise in Temperatures Led to a Record High in 1997 - NY Times, Jan 9, 1998
A third report, issued by the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York, showed that the average global temperature in 1997 essentially equaled the record set in 1995 [59.7 degrees].  

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=MqQgAAAAIBAJ&sjid=5mgFAAAAIBAJ&pg=1268,931341 

1998 hottest year on record - McCook Daily Gazette, Jan 13, 1999

The NASA scientists, using NOAA and other data, calculated an average worldwide temperature of about 58.496 degrees F., topping the record, set in 1995 of 58.154.

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=YcsMAAAAIBAJ&sjid=MV4DAAAAIBAJ&pg=6695,1503656 

2002 was 2nd-warmest year, NASA reports - St. Petersburg Times, Dec 12, 2002

The earth's temperature during the 2002 meteorological year was 58.35 degrees Fahrenheit, more than 1 degree warmer than the long-term average of 57.2 degrees, said James E. Hansen, a climate scientist at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration's Goddard Institute for Space Studies... The meteorological year runs from December to November. During that period, 2001 temperatures were 58.12. The record year remains 1998, when global temperature rose to 58.41 degrees Fahrenheit.

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=9RknAAAAIBAJ&sjid=aNAEAAAAIBAJ&pg=6706,270988 

2003 will be third hottest year on record, NOAA says - Spartanburg Herald-Journal, Dec 17, 2003

According to the Goddard data, 2003 appears headed for a global yearly temperature that is 0.6 degree Celsius warmer than average [58.28 degrees Fahrenheit based on the average of 57.2 degrees].

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A15656-2005Feb10?language=printer 
A Hot Forecast For the Year - Washington Post, Feb 11, 2005
The average global temperature in 2004 was 0.48 degrees Celsius (0.86 degrees Fahrenheit) above the 1951 to 1980 average, wrote James Hansen of the agency's Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York. [0.86 above average = .14 less than 1998 = 58.27 degrees Fahrenheit]

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/12/15/AR2005121501637.html 

2005 Continues the Warming Trend - Washington Post, Dec 16, 2005
As a result, NASA scientists estimate that 2005 average global land and sea temperatures were 1.04 degrees Fahrenheit above average, just beating out 1998's 1-degree elevation. [.04 more than 1998 = 58.45 degrees Fahrenheit]

http://www.peopleandplanet.net/doc.php?id=2713 

2005 was hottest year on record - Sourced from Earth Policy Institute, Mar 30, 2006

The year 2005 was the hottest on record. The average global surface temperature of 14.77 degrees Celsius (58.6 degrees Fahrenheit) was the highest since recordkeeping began in 1880... These readings, which come from the series maintained by NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies, continue a trend of rising global temperatures. 

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/2008-01-15-global-temperatures_N.htm 

2007 was the warmest on record for Earth's land areas - USA Today, Jan 16, 2008 

In a separate study, NASA scientists announced that 2007 tied with 1998 as the Earth's second-warmest on record [58.496 degrees Fahrenheit].

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/01/11/AR2008011103483.html 

Last Year Among Hottest On Record, Say Scientists - Washington Post, Jan 12, 2008
Data collected from around the globe indicate that 2007 ranks as the second-warmest year on record, according to a new analysis from climatologists at NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies...According to the NASA analysis, the global average land-ocean temperature last year was 58.2 degrees Fahrenheit, slightly more than 1 degree above the average temperature between 1951 and 1980, which scientists use as a baseline. 

http://www.cctv.com/english/20090224/102353.shtml 

NASA study shows 2008 was Earth´s ninth warmest year since 1880 - Xinhua, Feb 24, 2009

The GISS analysis found that the global average surface air temperature was 0.44C (0.79F) above the global mean for 1951 to 1980, the baseline period for the study [57.99 degrees Fahrenheit based on the 57.2 average]. 

http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory?id=9276917 

UN: 2000-2009 Likely Warmest Decade on Record - ABC News, Dec 8, 2009
The U.N. agency reported that the global combined sea surface and land surface temperature for the January-October 2009 period is estimated at 0.44 degrees C (0.79 degrees F) above the 1961-1990 annual average of 14.00 degrees C (57.2 degrees F), with a margin of error of plus or minus 0.11 degrees C. Final data will be released early in 2010. [57.99 degrees Fahrenheit]

