Book Review

A Skeptical Layman’s Guide to Anthropogenic Global Warming

Warren Meyer has put together one of the best summaries of the case against the arguments of those individuals that have pushed the idea that man is responsible for changing the climate of the earth. The author, a small business owner, has the academic background and experience needed to handle the science used to explain global warming, and the ability to put into words statements that expose the weakness of the case for anthropogenic warming (AGW) of the atmosphere. His undergraduate major at Princeton included basic physics courses as he completed a degree in engineering. His MBA at Harvard included work in forecasting economic futures. For the first ten years in the business world his specialty was market prediction and sales forecasting using a modeling approach in his work. He is from Texas and is familiar with the problems of the energy industries. His home base is now in Phoenix, and he shares the libertarian feelings of many westerners. On a personal note many of my friends who were meteorologists came out of World War II ended up converting to the field of economics because of the similarity of the problems involved in the two fields. Forecasting the future is not an effort pursued only by meteorologists and climatologists.
In the foreword of his book he says that his effort is not an attempt to materially advance climate science, but rather to present the case against the proponents of human-caused global warming in a clear and understandable manner.  He has succeeded in that goal and with a good editor and some changes in the topics that he covers could produce a volume that would be a major contribution to the literature on global climate change and counteract some of the damage that Al Gore and James Hansen have done to climate science. One should note that he considers his current book a first step on the way to acquiring a greater understanding of climate science
His book consists of nine chapters which deal with various aspects of the global warming controversy including an examination of the criticisms published in The New Scientist of the beliefs of those who do not support the global warming alarmists. This chapter is probably too technical and tedious for the general public and might be replaced with a chapter that focuses on the major controversies that exist among the adversaries in the global warming debate. One of the best chapters is entitled “Is It OK to Be a Skeptic?” in which he takes on the charges of the AGW enthusiasts of bias and discusses their need to exaggerate the effects of global warming.
In the section in which he discusses the global warming movement he has identified most of the groups that have joined the fight to save the world, but did not include the rather large number of religious groups that have become followers of Gore. He might also include a discussion of the 1000 apostles trained by Gore in Nashville to go out into the wilderness to spread the word to the “heathens” who have yet to be converted into changing their life styles. The author covers the fundamentals of the global warming theories and the frightening stories about the effects of climate change very well. These chapters include most of the recent findings of scientists working in the field.  


One controversial topic that he missed is the residential time for carbon dioxide in the atmosphere—various experts have used numbers from 100 to 1000 years. This is an important fact for those concerned about the long term effects of greenhouse gasses. His background in the use of models has helped him to present the strengths and weaknesses of climate models clearly and succinctly. The book represents a solid effort to expose the weakness of the arguments of many of the proponents of the human-caused global warming scares, but in its present form is neither fish nor fowl—a bit too technical for the average layman and not well enough documented to please his scientific critics. And, the author and everyone else in the climate business have a problem with the term, Anthropogenic. It is not a word that the general public uses very often. We also can’t seem to make up our minds about talking about global warming or global climate change. The blame for this probably falls on James Hansen for stressing the influence of carbon dioxide on global warming. However, there is more to change in atmospheric conditions than change in temperature. In spite of the reservations stated above, I would give him an “A” for his first draft of this book on anthropogenic global warming and wish him the best as he continues to improve his product.
The book may be found on-line at: www.CoyoteBlog.com , and may be purchased in print from www.LuLu.com for$16.98.
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