COLD IS THE NEW WARM EVEN NOW IN INAUGURATIONS

By Joseph D’Aleo, CCM, AMS Fellow

Michael Beschloss is an award-winning historian and the author of eight books.  His most recent book was the acclaimed New York Times best-seller The Conquerors: Roosevelt, Truman and the Destruction of Hitler’s Germany, 1941-1945.
In May 2007, Simon and Schuster will publish his next book, Presidential Courage: Brave Leaders and How They Changed America, 1789-1989.
Newsweek has called Beschloss “the nation’s leading Presidential historian.”  

NBC’s Presidential historian Beschloss today commentted as Presidents Bush and Obama crossed over the wooden bridge, that perhaps it was there because snow was more common on Inauguration Day and that the lack of snow the last three inaugurations was a sign of global warming.

The other reporters were speechless as most people were obviously feeling anything BUT global warming. Washington’s temperatures today ranged from 19F in the morning to 30F in the afternoon with wind chills running 10-15 sometimes lower.  
It ranked among the coldest inauguration days since the event was moved out of doors in 1817 with James Monroe’s Inauguration on a sunny warm 50F day in 1817. 
See this Intellicast story here on past inaugurations I wrote this week with data compiled by NWS. The temperature averaged 9 degrees below normal. A few hundred miles to the south, a heavy snowstorm was raging in North Carolina even to the coast (3 inches at Kitty Hawk).

