
To: Michael Hodges, Detroit Sun

From: Joseph D’Aleo, Icecap
In your cute story on the billboard, mom should have saved her money.

The caption on one of the images said she took the action after a series of snow less winters in New York City. Though New York City did indeed have below normal snowfall this winter, New York City for the first time since records began in the 1860s had 40 inches or more of snow four years in a row from 2002/03 to 2005/06 and the four year` average was the highest ever on record. 2002/03 winter was also the coldest winter in NYC since 1977/78 and this past February the coldest February since 1979. 
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This is Adrian Michigan Annual temperatures since 1930. As you can see there has been no global warming instead a steady cooling trend.
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Adrian is southwest of Detroit. I should have also mentioned that New York City had the biggest snowfall in their history last winter, exceeding the blizzard of 1888 and the old record of December 1947..
Michael responded back the following morning:

To: Joe D’Aleo

From:  Michael Hodges

You quite rightly slam me! I knew this winter was a bust for NYC, and generalized on my (clearly faulty) memory of conversations last year that I had with my friend Danny in Manhattan, who always longs for snow, and complains when they don’t get any. 

Clearly I screwed up – and thanks for the outstanding documentation!

The secondary issue, from a putting-it-together standpoint, was that I was kind of trying to avoid doing a couple paragraphs generalizing about NYC and Detroit winters over the past two years. Not sure why now, in retrospect, but it seemed like it would get in the way of the story. It was partly a length issue, I think, and partly not wanting to get mired in whether snow itself is a good marker for climate change (even though that’s the emotional issue that Margaret Hetherman seized on).

Record snowfalls here and there – like the 100 inches of lake-effect snow along Lake Ontario this winter – don’t really touch the issue of whether climate change is occurring, of course, or whether man’s contribution is significant or not. 

Winter starts later and later – incrementally, to be sure, but adding up in a dismaying fashion – and spring, documented by bird migration patterns, among other things, comes earlier and earlier. And I’m sure you know the tally of “warmest years on record” that’s been assembled through most of the 90s and early 2000s. 

Their February in New York was indeed cold (and man, so was ours). But I don’t know how far that goes to balance a December and the first half of January that both here and there that were absurdly warm. 

I got a ton of negative reaction to the piece (your email was one of the nicer to receive, and thank you). But as I wrote back to everyone, I dearly hope that global warming is a mistake, a ruse, or – as some suggested – a “liberal plot.” 

But the arctic ice cap is melting. Maybe the process driving that won’t have any impact on human prosperity, but I dunno. I’ve kind of got a bad feeling about it. 

In any event, many thanks for calling me up short on shoddy reporting!

Yours – 

Michael H. Hodges
Visual Arts Writer & Architecture Blogger

The Detroit News 

Although I didn’t write back, I could have told him the arctic ice melts every 70 years like this related to changes in the oceans and sun. 
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For more see latest blog on arctic and Greenland temperatures and ice. 
And as temperatures rise and fall cyclically, migration patterns and flora will adjust accordingly. Of course, if one lives in an urban area, one senses more of the recent warmth than in the rural areas like Adrian. 


