Book Review

Unstoppable Global Warming

The title suggests that the book will present a discussion of the Dansgaard-Oeschgard (DO) cycle, but it about a whole lot more. The first three chapters explain the cycle and compare the relative merits of believing in the cooling and warming conditions associated with the cycle rather than with the global warming effects of carbon dioxide. The authors, Avery and Singer, are acknowledged experts in their respective fields and have extensive experience in the topics about which they write. They state “The purpose of this book is to offer the relatively new but already convincing evidence of a moderate, irregular 1,500-year sun-driven cycle that governs most of the Earth’s almost-constant climate fluctuations.” Willi Dansgaard of Denmark and Hans Oeschger discovered the cycle in ice cores taken from Greenland. Their work was published in 1984. Bond, Rahmstorf  and other scientists have found the cycle in other proxy evidence such as sea bed sediments, cave stalagmites, fossilized pollen, and the movements of people up and down mountain slopes in Europe as the climate changed. Some have suggested that the cycles are associated with solar influences, but there are no known solar cycles of this length. It is possible that the cycle may be linked to oscillations of ocean waters. The explanation of the natural forces which produce the cycles remains one of nature’s mysteries yet to be solved.
The authors suggest that if this natural climate cycle continues to exist, then we would be foolish to spend a great deal of time and money on ways to combat global warming associated with increases in the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. They point out that carbon dioxide has not influenced world temperatures in the past and that water vapor is by far a more influential greenhouse gas than CO2. Additionally, increases in carbon dioxide in the atmosphere have always followed increases in temperature in the past rather than preceding them.
A number of the chapters deal with the baseless fears that the global warming alarmists have promoted in order to convince the public and the politicians that we must adopt policies that will reduce our use of carbon-based fuels. Many of these fears are those used by Al Gore to frighten people in his award winning movie, An Inconvenient Truth. They include: fear of glaciers melting thus causing a rise in sea levels to rise which would inundate coastal areas around the world; an increase in the number of extreme weather events such as hurricanes; loss of biota due to a warmer world; an increase in the number of deaths associated with a warmer world. The authors demolish most of the extreme statements made by those who believe that global warming is associated with an increase in carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, and who believe in the accuracy of the computer programs that forecast the future climate conditions around the world. Chapters on warming and cooling in the past and solar influences on climate and a chapter on the Kyoto Protocol cover topics of interest to most people.
Unstoppable Global Warming is not an easy book to read, but it is an invaluable resource to those of us who are not convinced that the modelers of this world can predict changes in the global climate. Anyone who has been on the firing line and forced to forecast exactly where the Intertropical Convergence Zone will be at a certain hour or day or how rapidly an extratropical cyclone will move is going to be somewhat skeptical about forecasts that tell us what climate conditions are going to be 50 or 100 years from now. My only major criticism is directed at the internal organization of the book. 
I would have divided it into three parts: (1) The natural forces-carbon dioxide controversy; (2) The baseless fear controversy; (3) The controversy over what can and should be done about climate change.
To me the most valuable parts of the book were the notes at the end of each chapter citing the sources of the information on each topic and the glossary of terms used in the book. Scientists too frequently forget that not everyone is familiar with scientific vocabulary.
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