Pacific Northwest Snow Pack – the True Story

Washington Governor Gregoire recently sent a letter to the Washington House delegation in which she stated that the snow pack has declined 20% over the past 30 years:

“Last month, a study released by the University of Washington shows we’ve already lost 20% of our snow pack over the last 30 years.”

(see http://www.washingtonpolicy.org/Centers/environment/PDF/Governor_letter_response.pdf)
Actual snow pack numbers show a 22% INCREASE in snow pack over the past 33 years across the Washington and Oregon Cascade Mountains:
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Mean April 1 Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) at 83 sites in WA
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